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This communication is responsive to the Restriction Requirement dated May 
3, 2004, in which claims 1-15, 7-28, 30 and 39-44 were restricted as Group I and 
claims 16, 29, 31-38 and 45-53 were restricted as Group II. Applicant hereby 
provisionally elects with traverse the invention of Group I. 



Applicant respectfully submits that although separate subclasses may have 
been established for the two Groups, the main classification identified by the 
Examiner is the same for both Groups. Class 705/39 relates to "funds transfer or 
credit transactions" while class 705/14 relates to 'distribution or redemption of 
coupon, or incentive or promotion program". It is noted that in the case of th 
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present invention, "distribution of loyalty points" is commonly carried out when a 
"credit transaction" is conducted. Accordingly, it appears that the subject matter 
potentially overlaps both classifications, and thus an overlapping search is believed 
appropriate and is not believed to be an undue burden in view of the multiple 
searches that have already been conducted for this application. 

Applicant further respectfully requests reconsideration of the restriction In view 
of there having been four prior Office Actions in the present case and several 
associated searches. It is further noted that having already born the burden of 
responding to four Office Actions without restriction, this late imposition of a 
restriction requirement is costly and burdensome for the Applicant's assignee and 
contrary to the concept of compact prosecution. Such restriction Is believed to be 
more proper early in prosecution and preferably prior to a first Office Action. 
Reconsideration of this restriction and allowance of all claims is respectfully 
requested. 



Pieasa send Correspondence tc; 
Jerry A. Wilier 
Miller Patent Services 
2300 Dedtery Lane 
RBtetgh, NC 27608 
Phone: {919) B 16-9981 
Pax; (919)810-9982 




Respectfully submitted 



Customer Number 24337 



Page 2 of 2 



Serial Number 09/650,034 



PAGE 3/3 * RCVD AT 5/7/2004 12:54:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] 1 SVR:USPT0-EFXRMf5 * DNIS:8729306 * CSID:919 81 6 9982 * DURATION (mm-ss):01-26 



05/07/2084 13:03 



RECEIVED 

919-816-9982?MIBAL. FAX CEMFF^iller patent srvcs 

MAY 0 7 2004 



PAGE 01 




PTOfSB/21 (05-0$) 
Approval for use through 04/30/2003. OMB 0651-0031 
is. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DSPARTMENT OP COMMERCE 
Under ma Paperwork Reduction Act of 1 60S, no persons are required to respond id a collection o f information unless it displays a valid OMB control number 



TRANSMITTAL 
FORM 

(to fie usecf far all correspondence after initial Wing) 



Total Number of Paces In This Submission 



Application Number 



Filing Date 



First Named Inventor 



Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



Q9/e$0,Q34 



Aug 29, 2000 



Siegel, Brian 



3624 



Sally Shin 



SNY-P4055.01 



ENCLOSURES (chock ail that apply) 



| J Fee Transmittal Form 
I I Fee Attached 

I l Amendment / Reply 
| | After Final 
I I Affidavfte/declaration<s) 

I I Extension of Time Request 
| | Express Abandonment Request 

[ | information Disclosure Statement 

□ Certified Copy of Priority 
Document's) 

□ Response to Missing Parts/ 
Incomplete Application 

□ Response to Missing Pate 
under 37 CFR 1 .52 or 1 .53 



□ 
□ 

□ 

□ 
□ 

□ 
□ 
□ 



Drawing(s) 

Licen&ing-related Papers 
Petition 

Petition to Convert to a 
Provisional Application 

Power of Attorney. Revocation 
Change of Correspondence Address 

Terminal Disclaimer 
Request for Refund 
CD, Number of CD(s) 



[ Remarks^ 



□ 

□ 

□ 

D 
□ 



After Allowance Communication 
to Group 

Appeal Communication to Board 
of Appeals and Interferences 

Appeal Communication to Group 
(Appeal Notice, Brief* Reply Brief) 

Proprietary Information 
Statue Letter 



Other Enclosure(s) (please 
identify below): 
RESPONSE TO RESTRICTION 
^EQUIREI^NT 



Three Pages total being transmitted via Fax. 



SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT. ATTORNEY, OR AGENT 



Firm 
or 

Individual 



Millet Patent Services, CUSTOMER NUMBER 24337 




Signature 



Date 



CERTIFICATE OF TRANSMISSION/MAILING 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the U5PT0 or deposited with the United States Postal Service with 
sufficient postage as first dass mail in an envelope addressed to: Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1460 on the 
date shown below. 



Typed or primed name Jerry ft. Milter, 




Br.aelfcNo.3Q7ZZ0 



Signature 



Date 



May 7, 2004 



This collection of information isln^k'rad/y 37 CFR 1.5. Trie information Is required to obtain oTretain a benefit by the pubBe which is to Tile (and by the USPTO to 
process) an application ConftJentiatyns governed by 35 U.S.C* 122 end 37 CFR 1,14, This collection is estimated to take 12 minutes to complete, Including 
gathering, preparing, and submitting the completed application form to the USPTO. Time will vary depending upon the individual case. Any comments on the 
amount of time you require to complete this form and/or suggestions for reducing this burden, GhOuld od sent to the Crtfef information Officsr, U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office, U.S. OepaWnem Of Commerce. P.O. Box 1450. Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. DO NOT SEND PEGS OR COMPLETED FORMS TO THIS 
ADDRESS. SEND TO: Commissioner for Patents. P.O. BOX 1450, Alexandria. VA 22313-1450. 



if you need assistance in completing the form, ceil 1-800-PTO*S199 and select option 2. 



PAGE 113 * RCVD AT 5/7/2004 12:54:27 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] ' SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/5 ' DNIS:8729306 * CSID:919 816 9982 ' DURATION (mm-ss):01-26 



